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Our Country's Freedom

To become an independent country, the country must declare independence. 

However, this is not an easy task. The thirteen colonies of the United States faced a 

difficult assignment: to write a document which declared independence from the British 

crown and cut all political ties. This document became the Declaration of Independence. 

The Declaration of Independence, written over the course of days from June 11th to the 

28th, 1776, by Thomas Jefferson, a 33-year-old aristocrat from Virginia, is a formal 

statement declaring the freedom of the 13 united colonies from Brittian. The Declaration 

of Independence is made up of five sections: the preamble, the rights of the people, the 

list of grievances, the attempts at reconciliation and a concluding section declaring the 13 

united colonies’ freedom. This document addresses four different ideals or “aspirations” 

of the way a suitable government should “run” --liberty, equality, the right to alter and 

abolish the government, and the consent of the governed.  Ultimately, while all four of 

these ideals impact our democracy, which is the most crucial? The pillars of the right to 

alter and abolish our government and the consent of the governed support our democracy, 

but liberty and equality bear the most weight. 

Is it true that citizens have a “God-given” right to alter or abolish, or change the 

United States government? We have the power to change or get rid of our government 

and start over.  The Tea Party movement is a notable example of this ideal. The Tea Party 

became a movement that opposed government spending, taxation, and regulation. The 



citizens wanted to rebel against excessive government involvement. The Tea Party hoped 

to alter the government and ultimately make the world a more conservative place. 

Furthermore, this is illustrated in Document D, by The Declaration of Tea Party 

Independence, wrote, “Therefore, individuals acting through the tea party movement seek 

to restore the policies, which are proven to safeguard liberty and prosperity for all.” 

Regardless of whether or not one agrees with the Tea Party platform, we must recognize 

that their idea that the people can alter or abolish the government comes from the 

Declaration of Independence. 

The Declaration of Tea Party Independence continued, “As the course of human 

events winds its way through history, it has found some paths lead to tyranny and some to 

liberty.” We could not put an end to tyranny without the power to alter or abolish the 

government, which comes from the ideals of equality and liberty. Ending tyranny is not 

achievable if freedom (liberty) and equality were not present. Equality allows for 

everyone, of all ethnicities, religions, races, and genders, to possess the right to alter and 

abolish our government when necessary. Freedom grants a person “life,” and rights, such 

as the right to alter and abolish the government. We must ensure that the right to alter and 

abolish the government is shared among Americans equally and serves everyone’s right 

to liberty.

The consent of the governed refers to the acts of consent that people have “given” 

to their government. The government receives its power from the people. The Telegraph 

UK stated,”...That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among men, 

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed….” In an event referred to as 



Tiananmen Square, a group of students did not like the way that China was governed. 

The communist party imposed the economics of the Chinese people. The students 

protested because they wanted a change towards democracy. According to The Consent 

of the Governed: Elected Officials in Document C, “In 1989, Chinese students who had 

gathered in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square adopted the statue of liberty... as a symbol of 

their demands for truth, freedom, and democracy from their government...” They 

elaborated by explaining, “The most fundamental concept of democracy is that 

government exists to secure the rights of the people and must be based on the consent to 

be governed.” The consent of the Governed is only attainable with the ideals of equality 

and liberty. Liberty and equality allow the people to have a voice, a vote and a say in the 

government. Without the consent of the governed, happiness would not be achievable, 

which liberty and equality allow. The citizens (with equality and liberty) are the ultimate 

authority in a government based on the consent of the governed.

Equality and Liberty, the most valuable and sustainable ideas in the Declaration of 

Independence, depend on each other, and could not work without the other. Equality 

allows people the “equal” opportunity to succeed, and make a life for themselves. Diana 

Pham demonstrates equality in document A by her family's life and story in the United 

States. Her family received the equal chance to succeed and opportunity in a new country. 

She declared, “My daughters, like other Americans, had an equal opportunity to 

succeed.” Andrew Sullivan reported in document B, “I believe in a system of government 

that places liberty at the center of its concerns.” Liberty allows us to be unique 

individuals, not “under the leash” of a higher authority. To live a full life, we must have 



the freedom to exercise our own choices and decisions. Life without liberty is illogical. It 

is not realistic to achieve equality without liberty or liberty without equality. Without 

liberty, a society could not achieve equality, because if people aren’t free, then not 

everyone is equal. If equality did not accompany liberty, people would not be equal; 

therefore, they would not experience happiness or freedom.

If the Declaration of Independence was absent from our history, the United States 

would not exist as a free country. This document did not only impact the United States 

but other countries that faced experiences similar to what the colonists suffered at the 

hands of the sovereign of England, King George III. Without the ideals of liberty and 

equality, the others ideals -- the right to alter and abolish our government and the consent 

of the governed -- can not exist. The ideals of the Declaration of Independence have and 

will continue to matter. This document which was written 242 years ago, carries the same 

ideas for human rights as it has in the past, and will in the future. We became the United 

States because of the Declaration of Independence.


