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THE IDEAL THAT CHANGED THE WORLD

What are ideals? The four ideals that the Committee of Five including, John 

Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Robert Livingston, and Roger Sherman 

wrote and published in 1776 incorporate the most essential aspects of the Declaration of 

Independence. These ideals of equality, the consent of the government, altering or 

abolishing the government, and liberty contain the most impactful opinionated notion of 

what perfect represents in the Declaration of Independence. Even though all the ideals 

have importance, liberty stands of the utmost importance because feeling free impacts 

one’s happiness.

Equality, an extremely important form of happiness, cannot form without 

obtaining liberty first. Everyone in the world wants, or has equality. Accepting someone 

as for who somebody aspires to become remains critical for a healthy society. If 

somebody feels equal, that person will also feel valuable, which creates happiness. 

Happiness impacts the way one lives. Diana Pham states in Document A, “My daughters, 

like other Americans, had an equal opportunity to succeed.” That shows the importance 

of equality; however, in most scenarios, the opportunities people receive come from 

having the freedom of seizing the moment. Liberty takes precedence over equality 

because you can’t feel valuable without feeling free. Opportunity, synonymous with 

freedom, opens doors to success for people. Having an equal opportunity to feel happy 

creates the foundation to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 



Consent of the government gives the people more of a say in how the power in a 

society runs, but liberty provides the ability to have a say in general. Almost everyone on 

Earth wants the capability of speaking out about what they believe in; they want to 

express their beliefs regarding rights and wrongs. “The Consent of the Governed: 

Essential Principles” in Document C states, “The most fundamental concept of 

democracy is the idea that government exists to secure the rights of the people and must 

be based on the consent of the governed.” Liberty gives the people the opportunity to 

voice their opinions to the government. With the consent of the government, comes the 

ideal of equality, which all goes under the idea of freedom to live happily.

The right to alter or abolish the government or its laws impacts how one’s life can 

change very quickly because so many people have different opinions about the decisions 

made. However, liberty creates that space in which the people can voice their beliefs to 

the government on if the employees should relinquish their position for the better. As 

stated in the “Declaration of Tea Party Independence” in Document D, “In seeking a path 

to Liberty, a great and powerful movement is now rising from every corner of our land. 

Created by the Will of the American People, it rejects unconstitutional domination by the 

Government that is supposed to be its servant.” This also proves how liberty overpowers 

the concept of altering or abolishing the government, because when the highest power 

becomes too controlling, empowering the people to speak out becomes beneficial. When 

the government listens to what the people want, that shows them what they should do to 

make it better. The more the government hears the people’s opinions, the more they will 



act on the remarks. Once the people recieve what they protested about, the happier they 

become, which impacts their life. 

Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, the most important ideal in the 

Declaration of Independence, remains the feeling of freedom that cannot leave. Everyone 

on this planet either wants, or has, a life where they can pursue their unalienable right of 

freedom. In Andrew Sullivan’s “Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness,” he says, “I 

believe in Liberty. I believe that within every soul lies the [ability] to reach for its own 

good….” In this quote, Andrew Sullivan means that every person has the ability to pursue 

happiness, the most important aspect of life. The unalienable right to life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness. 

Although all of the ideals have importance, liberty stands out as the most 

prominent. The founding fathers laid a strong foundation, which has stood the test of time 

for over 200 years. As a society, we  continue to grapple with freedom and equality. The 

Declaration of Independence remains so important to this date because we, the people, 

still want full equality, still want more of a say in the government, and still want the 

decisions made to impact who should stay in office. Without the freedom of speech, 

press, and religion, people will not receive life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.


