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The Virtues of Equality

Our founding fathers adopted the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. In 

it they had listed a set of ideals that are ubiquitous in our society. These were, equality, 

liberty, consent of the governed, and the right to alter or abolish government. The 

question I seek to answer in this essay is, which of these ideals, or guiding principles, is 

the most important to us as a nation? Which could cause the most positive change? In my 

opinion, the answer to this centuries old question is equality. Though the other ideals are 

definitely important, equality, should our nation ever truly achieve it, could solve many of 

the problems we face today.

In my opinion, equality needs to be present in order for liberty to exist in our 

nation. Diana Pham, an immigrant from communist Vietnam, answered this when asked 

what she values most about her country. “Our two daughters are just finishing their 

university education… which never would have been possible without this country’s 

belief in equality.”  In other words, her daughters had achieved their college dreams 

because of the ideal of equality, further proving my point that equality is essential in 

order to achieve liberty. When an entire nation of people are equal, they are all free to do 

the same things, as even the government shares the equal rights of the people.

The third ideal listed in the declaration of independence is the consent of the 

governed. Though this could definitely cause positive changes in our nation, it is of a 

lesser importance than equality.  The following has been taken from The Telegraph, a UK 



based magazine.  “The essential meaning of the consent of the governed can be better 

understood by examining countries where it is lacking. In 1989, Chinese students 

gathered in Beijing’s Tiananmen square adopted the statue of liberty… as the symbol of 

their demands for truth, freedom and democracy from their government.” The students 

were trying to usurp tyranny and replace it with a democracy fit for their nation. If we 

weren’t all equal, we wouldn’t have the right to give consent to be treated in a certain 

way by a government. A sovereign group of “superior” people would decide how the 

government should treat us, and this would be the epitome of tyranny. The the well being 

of the entire nation would not be kept in mind. The voices of the people would be 

disregarded as inferior and nonrelevant.

The right to alter or abolish government is also an important ideal, but it could not 

exist without equality. The following quote is from the “Declaration of Tea Party 

Independence”, published on February 24, 2010. “This movement has originated, in large 

part, because our elected officials have failed us. Therefore, individuals acting through 

the tea party movement, seek to restore the policies, which are proven to safeguard liberty 

and prosperity for all.” In this particular context, the people are fighting to lower taxes. 

Everyone protesting is equal, meaning none of them have more say in the matter than any 

others. If we were not all equal, one person or a group of people would decide whether or 

not to alter or abolish current government, which would defeat the purpose of this ideal.

Equality is the most important ideal in the declaration of independence. The 

following is another quote from Diana Pham, about her family’s experience with equality. 

“My daughters, like other americans, had an equal opportunity to succeed. America has 



given our family the chance to become whatever we choose to become.” Equality is the 

most important founding principle of our nation, as it allows the citizens of America to 

live the best lives they can, without facing unnecessary obstacles.

Although all the ideals outlined in the Declaration of Independence are important 

to creating and maintaining a successful society, equality must be present for all of them 

to exist. Though our nation today has not yet reached true equality, if it were to be 

achieved, could pave the way to a perfect nation, where all people could have an equal 

opportunity to succeed. True democracy means that everyone gets a voice, and if this 

could ever happen, the flawed aspects of our society could be corrected to a certain 

extent.


